Eric Maaz’s Story
[bookmark: _GoBack]Eric was first diagnosed with Melanoma back in 1998 when a suspicious looking mole was removed from his left side.  Eric went in for surgery shortly thereafter to have a larger portion of skin and tissue removed in hopes of preventing a future spread of the disease.  The doctor’s told us they had gotten it all.  The next 6 years was a blur though. Shortly after Eric’s surgery, Eric and his wife Tammy gave birth to identical triplet daughters!  WOW!  Amongst all the craziness and excitement Eric became concerned about a lump he discovered under his left arm in 2004.  Luckily, Eric was working for M.D. Anderson in their IT department and was supporting a fabulous group of doctors.  They immediately took Eric under their wings and ushered him through the diagnostic process.  It was found that the Melanoma had returned, this time to the lymph nodes under his arm.  Within a very short period of time, Eric was in surgery.  He had 44 lymph nodes removed, underwent radiation treatments, and completed a year of biomedical chemotherapy!  Again, all CAT scans and MRI’s showed we had eradicated the cancer and we were good!  The family had finally started to feel comfortable again, enjoying the ups and downs of their lives with each other and their girls, when in 2010 Eric’s yearly scan showed that it was back.  He was then diagnosed with Stage IV Melanoma as it was now in his liver and lungs.  They were speechless.  How?  Why?  Now what?  Eric did what was typical of any other Melanoma patient.  He went inpatient into M.D. Anderson every 3 weeks or so and did a week’s worth of high-dose bio-immunotherapy for the next 10 months.  What was not so typical is Eric ended up doing more rounds and more doses of chemo than any other person at M.D. Anderson!  They were amazed at what Eric was able and willing to tolerate as the chemo prescribed for him is considered extremely hard on the body.  The chemo is so risky it has to be administered in an ICU setting.  The M.D. Anderson staff still talks about him!  Eric was able to keep up and fight hard because every time they scanned his body throughout this process, they could see the chemo working!  They told us that the possibility of seeing such success was about 2-5%, and they were seeing it!  Eric kept plowing through the treatments and eventually, NO CANCER!  Again, they were so excited!  He finally finished the treatments in October of 2010 and took another sigh of relief.  Unfortunately, their peace only lasted until January of 2011.  Now the cancer had spread to inoperable areas of Eric’s brain.  Fortunately, there is a remarkable treatment called Gamma-Knife Radiation that will focus over 200 rays of radiation to a pinpointed area and “zap away” the tumors.  Eric was a good candidate for the treatment and after completion his tumors were no longer growing, in fact, they were shrinking!  In July of 2011 more spots in the brain popped up, so we “zapped” them again. In November 2011 the disease has cropped back up in the lung and now in the colon.  Eric underwent surgery this past November and had about 1 ½ feet of his colon removed where they found 3 tumors.  He is now undergoing a new bio-immunotherapy called Ipimulmab, which was recently approved by the FDA to treat the rest of his body.  We pray that this time will be the last time, and are hopeful that this new medicine will do the trick!  Eric is his family’s hero.  He has fought this illness with such courage and strength all while maintaining his humor and devotion to his family.  He truly is an inspiration to us all.  Thank you for honoring him.


